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Systematic surveying is an essential tool for archaeological research. Through the
documentation of ancient remains it is possible to define spatial distributions, recognize
demographic trends and thus better understand the archaeology of a region.

Despite intensive surveying of the Negev in the 20th century, there are still vast areas
that remain un-surveyed. Following traditional terrestrial survey methods it would
require extensive field days of an experienced team, followed by office days to create a
comprehensive data base. The demand of more efficient method arose.

The last decade has seen the development of consumer UAVs with high quality digital
cameras enabling the production of orthographic images and digital elevation models.
These can be used for archaeological surveys, visual and topographic maps, as well as a
base for GIS research.

In a project caried out by Southern District of IAA a UAV Wingtra platform was utilized.
The UAV was chosen due to its extended flight time, coverage and quality of images. It
proved to be ideal for documenting large areas which enabled the creation of 3D models.
These models are the base for on-screen archaeological surveys. After locating the sites
an archaeologist or survey team may physically visit the site and look for datable material
finds. Integrating an UAV and creating 3D models is an efficient form of surveying while
cutting costs on field days and personal. In addition, 3D models serve as a documentation
files for future monitoring.
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A peculiar EB Ib two-handled bowl with three applique stands at its center, was found at
Tel Megiddo East (TME) during the course of the excavations by the Jezreel Valley Regional
Project. Because of the near-complete nature of the TME example, other fragments
related to similar vessels can now be identified at Megiddo, Qiryat Ata, Tel Yaqush, Beth
Shean and En Shadud. The manufacture and use of such vessels must have carried ritually
charged forces in an increasing social, economic and political complex time at the cusp of
the region's first experiment with small scale urbanism. Furthermore, it seems that the
applique stands were fashioned to imitate bull horns. Such a bovine imagery would fit well
into the broader trends in Early Bronze Age cult in the southern Levant.
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