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Modern Things on Trial: Islam’s Material 
Reformation in a Global Age, 1865-1935 

 
 

In cities awakening to global exchange under European imperial rule, Muslim societies encountered all sorts of strange and 

wonderful new things. As Muslims consumers adopted toilet paper, gramophone records, brimmed hats, lottery tickets, and many 

other novel commodities and technologies, they provoked profound religious debates and effectively reformed Islamic practices. 

Professor Halevi's recent book, Modern Things on Trial, tells the story of this material reformation in a global framework. 
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*** The lecture will be held in English 
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